There have been many answers offered in response to such epistemological reflections-the bulk of which fall into the flat thoughtlessness of an uncritical realism that (unintentionally and) ironically calls itself 'critical thinking' in Anglo-American philosophical parlance (for the sake of what is surely 'barefoot' expediency, having the benefit it does of easing the burden of thinking "positivity" or "positivism," to use Adorno's generic terminology for what can be just as generically designated 'analytic' philosophy: the same style of thinking that continues to preempt other modes and styles of thought with such efficacy that it dominates the philosophical mainstream to this day-even so-called 'continental' philosophy, including critical theory à la Habermas or Honneth, to the extent that today's critical theory is itself articulated in terms of this restricted schema). The bits that remain are vapors gathered under the weasel name of metaphysics. Adding the question of genocide to Adorno's own original philosophical question of a critical epistemology, including what he called the "crisis of causality," the later Adorno's enigmatic "the answer is false" raises the question of genocide itself as a question. For my part, I will attempt to raise this question by excavating certain genealogies of the concept, the word, the practice, and the act of genocide. Yet if it is right to raise this question, it is certain that the answer cannot but be "false." In addition to promulgating a false answer, false from as many perspectives as there are eyes, there are also many feet to be stepped on and there will also be the indignation of egos seeking to have their own and only their own distinctions heard above the fray.
"Genocide studies" has a canon, complete to be sure with canonic disputes, all duly settled on the terms of its practitioners. Thus Mark Levene, in a book on The Meaning of Genocide, offers a definition, set off in an epigraph to his eponymous central chapter:
Genocide occurs when a state, perceiving the integrity of its agenda to be threatened by an aggregate population-defined by the state as an organic collectivity, or series of collectivities-seeks to remedy the situation by the systematic, en masse physical elimination of that aggregate, in toto, or until it is no longer perceived to represent a threat. This definition could also be named with the word Auschwitz; or what would, for Levene, be better termed the Holocaust. By contrast, the 1948 United Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Genocide defines genocide as "'acts committed with intent to destroy in whole or in part, a national,
